THE CITY OF ROME IN THE MIDDLE AGES.

dug the graves of so many Teutonic hosts; whither the
pilgrims flocked; whence came the commands at which
kings bowed ? Where are the memorials of the brightest
age of Christian architecture, the age which reared Cologne
and Rheims and Westminster, which gave to Italy the
cathedrals of Tuscany and the wave-washed palaces of
Venice?'

To this question there is no answer. Rome, the
mother of the arts, has scarcely a building to commemo- i
rate those times, for to her they were times of turmoil
and miser}-, times in which the shame of the present was!
embittered by recollections of a brighter past. Neverthe-
less a minute scrutiny may still discover, hidden in dark
corners or disguised under an unbecoming modern
dress, much that carries us back to the medieval town,
and helps us to realize its social and political condition.
Therefore a brief notice of the state of Rome during the
Middle Ages, with especial reference to those monuments
which the visitor may still examine for himself, may not
be without its use, and is at any rate no unfitting pendant
to an account of the institution which drew from the city
its name and its magnificent pretensions. Moreover, as
will appear more fully in the sequel, the history of the
Roman people is an instructive illustration of the influence
of those ideas upon which the Empire itself rested, as
well in their weakness as hi then- strength e.

It is not from her capture by Alaric, nor even from the
more destructive ravages of the Vandal Genseric, that the
material and social ruin of Rome must be dated, but
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